The Book of Esther

Esther 1:1-9

I. Introduction:

A. Over the next few weeks, I would like for us to study the book of Esther.

B. I feel that if you will be here with us for each of these messages, you will have a greater understanding of the gospel message, as I feel it is so uniquely illustrated in this book. I also feel that each of us will find great comfort as we discover that God, even when not seen, is always at work.

II. The Purpose of the Book

A. It’s Historical Purpose:

1. Explains the origin of the feast of Purim.

a. It is when we come to the end of the book that we see the Jews instituting a feast, the feast of Purim,  which has been celebrated for thousands of years. Continuing to this very day.

b.  It is a time when they remember their deliverance from Hamman and his attempt to exterminate them.

c. Smith’s Bible Dictionary says of Purim, “When the stars appear at the beginning of the 14th (of Adar) candles are lighted in joy, and the people assemble in the synagogue. Then…Esther is read, through historically. On Haman’s name being mentioned the congregation exclaim, ‘let his name be blotted out?’…At the close of reading …all cry out, ‘cursed be Haman, blessed be Mordecai; cursed be Zeresh (Haman’s wife), blessed be Esther…’”

2. Explains the happenings of the many Jews who did not return to their land.

a. The Jews, because of their sin, were exiled to the land of Babylon.

b. However, God said that after 70 years they would be able to return to the land, after the land had been given its rest.

c. In Ezra and Nehemiah king Cyprus decrees that the Jews can return.

d. However, one Bible preacher says, only around 60,000 returned. The rest remain in their secular environment.

e. THEY ARE OUT OF THE WILL OF GOD.

· When they were led captive, see Psalm 137:1-6.

· Matthew Henry said, “These, one would think, should have been excluded the special protection of providence…but our God deals not with us according to our folly and weakness. We find in this book that even those Jews who were scattered in the provinces of the heathen were taken care of, as well as those who were gathered in the land of Judea, and were wonderfully preserved, when doomed to destruction and appointed as sheep for the slaughter.”

B. It’s Practical/Spiritual Purpose:

1. To Demonstrate the Providence of God, whereby encouraging God’s people.

a. Providence has the idea of God working behind the scenes, He is not acting through circumstances that are His perfect will, but things that are His permissive will.

· i.e. Young Moses and Pharaoh’s daughter.

· Anne of Green Gables – “It is all in the hand of providence now…” She meant Anne had stepped outside of the direct will of God and He would have to now act providentially.
b. Esther is one of only two books in which the name of God is not found in any form.

· Dr. McGee said, “…the name of God is not mentioned in this book at all. There is not even a divine title or pronoun that refers to God. Yet the heathen king is mentioned 192 times. Prayer is not mentioned…the book of Esther is never quoted in the New testament. There’s not even a casual reference to it. But the superstition of the heathen is mentioned, and lucky days and we’ll be introduced into a pagan, heathen court of great world monarchs…”

· I think all of this is on purpose, to help us see the theme of the book.

c. However, there is no book where God’s presence is more clearly seen.

· Matthew Henry said, “though the name of God be not in it, the finger of God is, directing many minute events for the bringing about of his people’s deliverance.”

d. I see the key verse as 4:14b - …and who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?
III. The Appearance of the first 9 verses of this book:

A. Is God in control? Compare with Psalm 73:1-14.

1. Look at what is found in the beginning of this book:

a. Israel, God’s people are in bondage in a pagan land.

b. They have been separated from the promised land.

c. Pagan kings are in control of much of the world, see verse 1-2.

d. It took the king 180 days to show off his riches, see verse 4.

e. The pagan kings are rich, lustrous and eating and drinking and having a good time, see verse 3, 5-9

2. But remember, God is the one to have caused these circumstances, Jeremiah 25:8-13.

a. He used the Gentile nation of Babylon to destroy His people.

b. He then used another Gentile nation, Persia, to destroy Babylon.

3. Others who wondered if God was in control:

a. Joseph – As sold into Egypt.

b. Job – As everything he had perished.

c. David – As Absalom attempted to dethrone him.

d. Jeremiah – As he was lowered into the slippery mire.

e. Daniel – As thrown into the den of Lions.

f. Disciples – As Jesus was led to His crucifixion.

4. We will find out in this Book, GOD IS IN CONTROL!

The Dethroning of a Queen!

Esther 1:10-22

I. Introduction:

A. We are going to continue our study in the book of Esther.

1. We will look at the remaining events in chapter number one.

2. I believe the first section of this chapter (verses 1-9) begs the question, “Is God in control?”

3. The second section of this book is part of God’s plan to demonstrate to us, that yes He is in control.

4. God will take the events of this section and use them to bring about the deliverance of His people.

B. We will look at four things:

1. The kings request, verses 1:10-11.

2. The queens rebellion, verse 1:12.

3. The princes recommendation, verses 1:13-21.

4. The Creator’s reasoning, verses 2:1-2.

II. The Kings Request, Esther 1:10-11.

A. The Kings Celebration:

1. Esther 1:5 says that after the king had finished showing everyone the riches of his glorious kingdom that he made a seven day feast.

2. And as he and others began to drink and be merry, he had yet another idea to show forth his glorious kingdom.

B. The Kings Command:

1. BRING THE QUEEN.

a. The king wanted them to see her beauty.

a. He thought this would reflect positively upon him.

b. i.e. We tend to brag on the accomplishments of our children.

c. However, what about their failures.

2. His command backfired, he is about to look like the fool.

a. Here he was the king of this great empire (127 provinces). HE RULED IT.

b. However, it appears he could not rule his own house.

C. The Kings Carnalness:

1. I can’t help but think if the kings carnalness.

2. He wants to show off the beauty of his wife.

3. He wants her to prance around in front of other men.

4. Why would any man want other men to gawk at their wife?

a. They think that it demonstrates their masculinity.

b. They are saying, “HA, look what I have.”

c. What they have is NO SENSE.

d. A godly man doesn’t exploit his wife.

e. A godly man has his wife cover herself.

III. The Queen’s Rebellion, Esther 1:12.

A. The Queen’s Refusal:

1. She was busy with her own affairs, Esther 1:9.

2. She had her own party and own guests to attend to.

B. The Queens Rational:

1. Was it all right for her to disobey? After all, her husband treated her improperly.

2. Some wives feel that their obedience depends up one their husbands behavior towards them.

3. Since when does God allow us to base our behavior on the actions of others?

4. See I Peter 3:1-2:

a. This is advice to a wife who has a husband who isn’t saved.

b. She is to still respond correctly to him.

c. I know that we live in a politically correct society where it isn’t popular to say that a woman should be submissive and obedient to her husband.

d. BUT GOD SAYS SHE SHOULD.

e. AND WHO ARE WE TO SAY GOD IS WRONG!

C. The Queens Role:

1. In Genesis 2:18 it says, And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him.
2. She was his wife, that was her role.

3. And in Genesis the role of a wife is the role of a helper.

a. Wives, be a help to your husband.

b. Get your arms under him and lift him help, HELP HIM.

c. Cook, Clean, Encourage and add any additional support you can.

d. The problem today is too many are seeking for their own goals while ignoring their husband.

e. It is not your job to be the bread winner, but to support the bread winner.

f. It is not just a wives duty to care for children, BUT for the HUSBAND TOO!

g. Story of National Hawthorne, wrote Scarlet Letter, House of Seven Gables.
IV. The Prince’s Recommendation, Esther 1:13-21.

A. The Prince’s Dilemma, Esther 1:15:

1. The King and princes knew something had to be done or else there would be consequences, verse 16-17.

2. They feared that their wives would likewise disobey their husband if this respected woman was allowed to get away with it.

B. The Prince’s Decision, Esther 1:19:

1. He submits a plan to dethrone the queen and replace her with another.

2. This is exactly what happens.

V. The Creator’s Reasoning, Esther 2:1-2.

A. God’s Purpose:

1. Verse 1 – “After…the wrath of king Ahasuerus as appeased…”

2. Verse 1 – “Vashti…and what she had done…”

3. AFTER this is God’s will revealed.

a. He needs someone placed in a position to help His people.

b. So, before the problem even exists, God is working to solve it.

B. God’s Perplexity:

1. God used the anger of the king and the rebellions of a queen to work out his will.

2. How perplexing.

3. God did not and does not supercede his will upon others. However he uses their actions and wills to bring about what he wants to accomplish.

4. i.e. Pharaoh:

a. Exodus 9:12 – “And the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh…”

b. But it also says in Exodus 8:32 – “And Pharaoh hardened his heart…”

c. Romans 9:17 - For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might shew my power in thee, and that my name might be declared throughout all the earth.
· God raised up Pharaoh for a purpose.

· However, Pharaoh had a will of his own, yet he still chose the path whereby God would fulfill His will.

Conclusion:

1. So, what we see in the first chapter of this book, Is God working to solve the problem before it ever exists.

2. God is working Providentially.

3. Likewise, in your life, Do you have a problem? Jesus has been praying and planning way before you know of the problem.

“Esther Chapter Two.”

Esther 2:1-23

I. Introduction/Review:

A. Esther Chapter 1:

1. Last week, we looked at chapter one.

2. We saw that the theme of this book is providence (God providing in advance).

3. i.e. Moses, Joseph.

4. Key Verse is 4:14b - … and who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?
B. Two purposes:

1. Historical:

a. Explain the origin of the feast of Purim.

b. Explain the happenings of the Jews which did not return to Jerusalem.

· Remember, they evidentially chose to stay.

2. Practical:

a. To Demonstrate the Providence of God, whereby encouraging God’s people.

b. One of two books where the name of God is not found in any form.

C. Four Characters:

1. King Ahasuerus – His Request!

2. Queen Vashti – Her Rebellion!

3. Prince Mumucan –His Recommendation!

4. The Creator – His Reasoning! BEFORE there is a problem, He is working to solve it.

II. Esther Chapter two – God’s continued work of Providence.

A. We will look at three things this morning:

1. A Pageant for King Ahasuerus’ queen.

2. A Plan for King Ahasuerus’ armies.

3. A Plot on King Ahasuerus’ life.

4. We will see again the hand of God on each of these events.

III. God’s Continued Work of Providence:

A. A Pageant for King Ahasuerus’ Queen, Esther 2:1-4, 8-17.

1. The King’s Mistake:

a. It says, “After these things, when the wrath of the king…was appeased…”

b. In his half drunken state, he acted foolishly, 1:10.

c. However, on top of that, in his anger he acted foolishly, 1:11.

d. Yet the law he had established could not be changed, 1:19.

e. So, he set out to find his new Queen, 2:2.

2. The King’s Method:

a. Each “contestant” was given seven maidens to help them, 2:9.

b. NOTICE ALSO, VERSE 10 – There was a purpose for this.

c. For 12 months they purified themselves.

d. Then they were able to request something else of the king, 2:13-14.

e. After 12 months, each woman was brought before the king, 2:12.

3. The King’s Choice:

a. He picks Esther to be the queen, 2:17.

b. We will see later that God Uses Esther as the queen.

c. So, did God influence the kings decision to bring about his will?

· Proverbs 21:1 - The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of water: he turneth it whithersoever he will.
· It appears that God can influence a king’s decisions.

· Matthew 26:23-24, And he answered and said, He that dippeth his hand with me in the dish, the same shall betray me. The Son of man goeth as it is written of him: but woe unto that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed! it had been good for that man if he had not been born.
· I bring these up, not because I have an answer, but to make us think. I don’t feel there is an answer.

· Many come to the conclusion that God cannot hold them responsible for the bad choices or decisions they make if it was simply bringing about His will or fulfilling the scripture.

· Not True- We are responsible!!!!

· EXAMPLE: The bible says in the last days perilous times shall come, does this mean that those who bring about those perilous days will not be held accountable NO.

· Likewise, Judas is responsible for his actions.

B. A Plan for King Ahasuerus’ Armies, 2:1.

1. One man said that 4 year elapse between Vashti’s dethroning and Esther becoming queen.

2. The 180 day feast was a preparation of Persia’s attach on Greece.

a. The king took 100,000 troops and many ships towards Greece.

b. Many ships were destroyed by storms.

c. 300 brave Spartans met this great army at a pass on mount Thermopylae.

d. They held them off for 24 hours, while the Greek army could retreat.

e. Ahasuerus (Xerxes) finally reached Athens and burnt it to the ground. However, most of the people had already fled.

f. The Greek troops had  retreated  to the island of Salamis.

g. The Persian troops followed.

h. However, the Greek fighting boats has mastered ramming and the Persian vessels were destroyed.

i. He left a defeated man.

3. You may wonder, what does this have to do with anything.

a. This again was an act of Providence.

b. Because in Daniel chapter 6, the Bible prophesies of four world empires: Babylon, Media-Persia, Greece and Rome.

c. I believe that in the study of History you see God working on the sides of nations to bring about his will.

d. Greece was spared because they were to become the next great empire with Alexander the Great. 

e. This would give way to the atmosphere needed for Christ to come.

C. A Plot on King Ahasuerus’ life, Esther 2:21-23.

1. Mordecai’s Position:

a. He sat in the gate watching the people walk in and out of the King’s court.

b. He just happen to be at the right spot at the right time!!!!!!!!!!!

2. Mordecai’s Discovery:

a. Two men were going to kill the king.

b. He told Esther, who was able to tell the king.

c. Esther had to be the queen 1st and now God is working again before there is a problem. He is setting the stage for the events to follow this chapter.

d. We will see that this is one of the most instrumental things in the book.

e. It will set the stage for God to deliver his people.

So, Again, this appears to be some pretty boring events that are transpiring or at least irrelevant.
However, it is all setting the stage. God IS working.

Here at Shepardsville Baptist Church, we may not see God working, BUT HE IS.

“The High Cost of Disobedience!”

Esther 3:1

I. Introduction:

A. What we will look at tonight:

1. While we have thus far, in the book of Esther, been looking into God’s providential workings in order to save his people in the days to come. I would like to take a step back in time and show you where God had taken steps to save his people during the time period of Esther.

2. What we will find is the people of Israel forcing God to work for them providentially.

3. Again, Once we step outside of God’s directives for our lives, He must then work providentially to bring us back in step with him.

4. As we look into our Bibles tonight, we will find out just how important it is for us to NOT step outside of God’s will for our lives. 

5. And we will see tonight what The High Cost of Disobedience can be.

II. The Events in Chapter Three:

A. The Reverencing of Haman, Esther 2:1-2a.

1. We have been introduced to the main characters, but one person, Haman.

2. Yet now we are now told of him and his promotion from the king.

3. Haman was now second in command, a link between the king and the princes.

4. And it was commanded of the king that all should bow down and reverence Haman.

5. So, as each person entered the king’s gate, they would bow to Haman.

B. The Rage of Haman, Esther 2:2b-5.

1. All would bow EXCEPT one man, Mordecai.

a. It is always that Bible thumping believer who causes all of the problems!

b. Always that one stubborn old narrow minded Christian who bucks the system!

c. People say, “Why do you have to be so difficult. See Verse 4.

2. Of course, Haman could not stand for this.

a. So, Haman became “…full of wrath…” vs. 5.

C. The Resolution of Haman, Esther 2:6.

1. Haman’s Plot to kill all of Israel:

a. To Haman it wasn’t just a problem with one man, it was a problem that existed because Mordecai was one “them,” (the children of God). 

b. Haman’s problem was with God and the people who practiced the ways of God.

2. You cannot be a strong Bible believer and be afraid of controversy because many of the things that you will believe will fly in the face of the rest of the world.

a. The world believes they can determine what is right/wrong and act accordingly.

b. However, for the Bible believer it is much different, we allow God to dictate both what is right and wrong and how we are to live our lives.

c. So, it becomes confrontational when a Bible believer explains that to them, the way someone else may be living is wrong in light of the Bible.

3. So, Haman had decided to exterminate all Jews, vs. 6.

III. One more reason why these workings are providential.

A. We have seen thus far why this is providence and not God’s perfect will:

1. Jews are suppose to be in the land to begin with yet they broke the sabbath.

2. Jews are suppose to have returned to the land, but refused.

3. And yet we shall see, there is one more reason.

B. Verse 1 - “…Haman the son of Hammedatha the Agagite,,,”

1. What is an Agagite.

a. A descendent of one of the kings of the Amelekites.

b. Agag is a title, much like Pharaoh (Egypt) or Ceasar (Rome).

2. History behind the Amelekites and Agag:

a. Exodus 17:8-14 - Fought with Israel, God decrees of their extinction.

· Moses’ strength began to fell him because of his long hours of service.

· He needed other to help him. 

· EXAMPE: Pastor Guinn needs our help.

· I have purposed to help pastor Guinn in a much greater way than I have in the last year.

b. Deuteronomy 25:17-19 – God reminds Israel of Amalek.

· They are to destroy them.

· In Exodus he said rehearse it.

· In Deut. He said not to forget it.

c. I Samuel 15:1-23 – God rehearsed His command to King Saul.

· Yet he did not listen.

· He rationalized away the command of God.

d. Esther 3 – The consequences of king Saul’s actions.

· They were faced with Haman, a descendant of Agag.

· HE SHOULD NEVER HAVE BEEN ALIVE!!!

C. This is the high cost of disobedience!

D. This is also one more reason for God’s actions being providential. 

1 .Had Saul obeyed and stayed in the will of God, this would never have occurred.

You never know what your actions may cause in the future.

So, before you disobey God, consider the high cost of disobedience.

1. Parents think it not important to teach and train their children the word of God and then cry for the consequences.

2. Eve thought it a light thing to eat of that tree, but OH the consequences.

But, oh the sweetness of obeying. 

1. Mordecai’s obedience is going to start a revival in the heart of the Jews, Esther 8:17.

2. And many other gentiles are going to come to Christ as a result of his obeying.

Praise God, even when we disobey, He is there. Christ is there ready to forgive.

“The Law!”

Esther 3:7-15

I. Introduction/Review:

A. We Have Seen Thus Far:

1. The Purposes for the book.

2. The Characters of the book.

3. God’s continued work of Providence, through a pageant, plan and plot.

4. The Reverencing, rage and resolution of Haman.

5. The high cost of disobedience.

B. Now We Will Look At:

1. The Law –

a. It’s timing, vs. 7.

b. It’s content, vs. 8.

c. It’s effects, vs. 12 & 14.

d. It’s consequences, vs. 13.

e. It’s duration, vs. 8:5. 

II. The Fruition of Haman’s Plot:

A. Haman’s Resolution – Kill the Jews.

1. Haman now sets in motion his plan to destroy Mordecai and the Jews.

2. He goes to the king and tells him of this people which are contrary to and that they need to be killed, vs. 8-9.

3. He offers money to be placed into the kings treasures for his act. This money will be the spoil from the Jews.

4. The Law is signed into Law, a law according to the Medes and Persians, as we read about in chapter one.

It is this Law that will be our subject tonight.

III. The Law:

A. It’s timing, vs. 7.

1. It’s Providential timing:

a. Haman sought to carry his plan out just right.

b. Being a pagan , he would consult astrologers and such.

c. He believed in Luck, while we would believe in providence.

d. Liberty Bible Commentary, 

· “Haman seeks to choose the best day possible to inaugurate his plan. The casting of lots probably refers to the use of astrology. Haman was very much in tune with astrology so that he could find the best day for his plan.”

e. Dr. MgGee, 

· “Haman had the magicians cast the lot called Pur to decide which day of the year of the Jews would be destroyed. What the Magicians and Haman did not realize was that God was the One who disposed the lot. God overruled the situation. The lot fell in the last month of the year, which allowed time for Haman’s plot to be discovered and stopped. 

f. See Proverbs 16:33, The lot is cast into the lap; but the whole disposing thereof is of the LORD.

2. It’s picture of the Old testament Law: 

a. This is the first of two main laws that the king will sign in this book.

b. The second we will see in chapter 8.

c. It, in my opinion, is a picture of the O. T. Law, as we will see in the following points.

d. And if it be a picture of such, it would then be important to see the timing of God’s law.

e. The important part to see is that IT WAS FIRST.

f. Grace wasn’t first, LAW WAS.

g. To come to GRACE, you must first pass through LAW.

h. It is also interesting to note that amble time is given before judgment to seek deliverance, First month to Twelfth Month.

i. Everyone knows the day of judgment, vs. 13 – “one day” flee to the “City of Refuge,” before that one day.

B. It’s content, vs. 8.

1. We see in verse 8 that this law was made by Haman and the king because the people which abided by the Old Testament law were a little different.

2. Because their Law was different:

a. Deuteronomy 4:8 - And what nation is there so great, that hath statutes and judgments so righteous as all this law, which I set before you this day?

b. Proverbs 4:2 - For I give you good doctrine, forsake ye not my law.
c. Nehemiah 9:13 - Thou camest down also upon mount Sinai, and spakest with them from heaven, and gavest them right judgments, and true laws, good statutes and commandments:
d. Romans 7:12 - … the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good.
3. Notice some examples:

a. Laws to protect society from the wicked, Ex. 21:12-25.

b. Laws  which promote responsibility, Ex. 21:28-36.

c. Also see, Exodus 23:4, 

d. Also laws to protect the innocent, (accidental deaths).

4. There is nothing wrong with the law and yet some have a tendency to look down upon, even talk bad about it. NO, the law is good, WE ARE THE ONES THAT ARE THE PROBLEM.

C. It’s effects, vs. 12 & 14.

1. It effects ALL, every Jew in every province.

2. The kings servants put up posters everywhere, the sound went out abroad.

3. There was none “without excuse.”

4. The Law applied to them, not matter where they were or what they had done.

5. Likewise, the O. T. Law applies to everyone.

a. The African that hasn’t heard, is under its condemnation.

b. Romans 1:20 – For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world 

D. It’s consequences, vs. 13.

1. The consequence of this law being signed, WAS DEATH for the Jews.

c. The consequences of God’s law being written was DEATH! are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:
d. No one is absent from it’s umbrella. 

e. However, in turn, no one is absent from the umbrella of grace either.

2. Ezekiel 18:20 - The soul that sinneth, it shall die.

3. Romans 3:19 - Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.
E. It’s duration, vs. 8:5. 

1. In chapter 8, Esther asks for this law to be reversed. 

2. However, IT CAN’T BE REVERSED!

3. It was signed with the king’s ring.

4. It was signed according to the laws of the Medes and Persians, which altereth and changeth not.

5. I am saying, that no time in this book does this law get reversed. It stands up until that 13th day of the month of Adar, the twelfth month.

6. Likewise, the law of God stands, it still decrees death. There is no hope in it, it cannot change, it has been written and signed. We are doomed to hell.

7. HAND IT NOT BEEN FOR A SECOND DECREE!!

a. The second, IT IS FINISHED.

b. The second, give us hope, a way to fight back, a way of deliverance.

c. Death still awaits us, yet Christ overcame death.

Without it, Grace and deliverance would never have been experienced,!

The good side of this law is tied to what Romans 7:13 says, 

Romans 7:13 -Was then that which is good made death unto me? God forbid. But sin, that it might appear sin, working death in me by that which is good; that sin by the commandment might become exceeding sinful.

“The Aftermath of the signing of the Law!”

Esther 4:1-17

I. Introduction:

A. We have now come to the heart of the book of Esther:

1. We have seen God set the stage for the deliverance of his people.

2. We have seen wicked Haman carry out his plan to destroy all of the Jews.

3. And now we will see how God delivers Israel from this unchanging law that King Ahasuerus has signed.

B. Last week we saw:

1. The Resolution of Haman – This law against the Jews.

2. It’s details/timing was providential – 12th month.

3. It pictures the Old Testament law in that:

a. It was given first.

b. It’s content was for a peculiar people.

c. It’s consequences were deadly.

d. It’s duration was forever, it cannot change.

e. The only hope was another law.

C. This week we will look at, “The Aftermath of the signing of the Law.” What happens next:

II. An Act of Mourning, 4:1-3.    – i.e. conviction.

A. Why were they mourning?

1. This law that was posted in every province, meant death. They were going to die.

2. There was no hope, the decree had been made. The Kings Signet was on it.

3. It was according to the Medes and Perisans.

4. They perhaps cried, “WHAT ARE WE GOING TO DO?”

5. We are condemned!

B. A New Testament application:

1. John 8 – The woman taken in adultery.

2. She was caught in the act.

3. The law said to stoner her.

4. She had no hope and perhaps stood their crying.

5. But she was to hear a new law, a second law, a law of forgiveness.

C. The Teaching regarding the Law:

1. Romans 3:19-20 - Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.

2. There is a law that condemns each of us, The Law of God. 



a. It is different than this law in Esther, in that we are the problem, not Haman.

b. However, the end result is the same, death.

D. Mourning over the Old Testament Law.

1. Each unbeliever’s first reaction to the law of God should be morning.

2. Matthew 21:42-44 - Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner…And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder.
3. Jesus was referring to the broken spirit that a man must have over his sin when he comes to faith in Christ.

III. An Act of Embarrassment (So tried to cover-up the mourning with gay apparel), 4:4-5.

A. Esther hears of Mordecai’s behavior and seems somewhat embarrassed.

1. She, “was grieved,” vs. 4.

2. She must have thought her uncle was being over dramatic and very unbecoming of a queen’s cousin and guardian.

3. So, she sent him some apparel to cloth himself and make him look descent.

4. He refused.

5. Gay apparel couldn’t help Mordecai’s grief and condition.

B. This is also much like what people do to cover-up their condemnation by the law.

1. Adam and Eve, put together fig leaves to hide their nakedness.

2. And somehow, many modernist preachers today, teach people that they can cloth themselves in their own good works and this will alleviate their conviction.

3. They say, “after all, it is so degrading and humiliating to beg at the foot of a cross.”

4. If you don’t beg at the cross, you’ll not feast in the palace.

IV. An Act of Intercession (Needed), 4:6-12.

A. Mordecai explains everything to Esther:

1. Hatach sent to Mordecai to see what was happening.

2. Mordecai explains everything to him and sends word to Esther.

3. Mordecai sees a hope, yet, he needs someone to go to the king for his people, HE NEEDS AN INTERCESSOR.

4. And Esther, as the queen, sits on the kings right hand and things seem hopeful.

5. He tells Hatach to have Esther go before the king and make supplication for the Jews.

B. We too need an intercessor to go to the King and make supplication.

1. Job 16:21 - O that one might plead for a man with God…!
2. And who else, but the Son, who sits on the Creators right hand.

3. If there was going to be any hope of you and I escaping the condemnation of the law, it was going to be in the form of an intercessor.

4. Jesus took the hand of a Holy God and the hand of a filthy sinner and brought the two together though His shed blood.

V. An Act of Providence (Revealed), 4:13-14.

A. Mordecai’s further words to Esther.

1. She was a little reluctant.

2. She initially did not see that God had her in that position for a purpose.

3. And Mordecai tells her that she has a chance to be the hero.

4. Yet, he had confidence that deliverance could come from elsewhere, if Esther refused.

5. He tells her, “…and who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?”

6. This is exactly why she was where she was. So God could use her. That is providence.

B. Like Esther, we many times fail to see that we have been put in a certain place on purpose.

1. Sometimes you are placed where you are at by God’s design.

2. The circumstances may not always be the best, but wherever you are, try to be used for God’s purposes.

C. Examples of Providence:

1. Check given to me from work, helped pay hospital bills.

2. My calling to the ministry when Pastor was having his transplant.

VI. An Act of Bravery, 4:15-17.

A. Esther Goes to the king:

1. Her fear, vs. 11, she may be killed.

2. Her Courage, vs. 16, “…and if I perish, I perish.”

3. In essence, she said, “I may die for what I am about to do, yet, I must at least give God the opportunity to use me where he has placed me.

B. Do you have the courage to allow God to use you where you are?

1. Many become scared because of circumstances and be unwilling to let God work his work of providence.

2. Don’t allow that to happen to you.

“A Difficult Task to Perform!”

Esther 5:1-8

I. Introduction:

A. We have seen thus far:

1. God directing events to ultimately provide deliverance for his people.

a. He has used a king’s anger and a queen’s disobedience.

b. He has used a beauty pageant and an uncovered plot.

c. We will see He will also use a saint’s fear and an enemy’s gallows.

B. Tonight, we want to look at, “A Difficult Task to Perform!”

1. Three things were needful for Esther to perform her difficult task.

a. Prayer was needed, vs. 1.

b. Providence was needed, vs. 2.

c. Patience was needed, vs. 3-8.

II. A Difficult Task to Perform:

A. What was the difficult task Esther had to perform, 4:8?

1. In Chapter three, Haman convinced the king to sign a law that would destroy all of the Jews on the 12 month of the year.

2. This caused a great mourning on the part of the Jews.

3. Although Mordecai mourned, he seemed confident that God would provide.

4. He told Esther to go to the king and intercede on the behalf of her people.

5. This was her task!!!!

B. What made the task so difficult, 4:11?

1. We learned in chapter four that no one could just walk up to the king and make request.

2. If someone walked into the court uninvited, they would die.

3. UNLESS, the king held out his golden sceptre.

4. And what made Esther even more afraid is that she had not been invited into the kings court for 30 days.

5. Perhaps, she thought she had lost favor with the king.

C. What was needed to perform her difficult task?

1. Prayer Was Needed, 5:1.

a. Esther was reluctant, vs. 11.  (She said NO). The others told Mordecai, vs. 12.

b. Mordecai gives, both frightful and encouraging, words to Esther, 4:13.

c. So Esther decides to do as Mordecai has requested.

· Notice the first thing she does as she accepts this task.

· She requests fasting of others, 4:15-16.

· Fasting usually entails prayer as well.

· She NEEDED OTHERS support and help.

d. While Esther was largely responsible for the task, there was something others could do. There could show their support by their fasting.

e. Romans 15:30 - Now I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for the love of the Spirit, that ye strive together with me in your prayers to God for me;
· Paul was a servant of Jesus Christ and if his way is prosperous it will glorify Christ and the Romans believers will be partakers of his labors.

· Their Prayers for Paul would also bring about unity of the Spirit.

f. Their Fasting and prayers for Esther would benefit them as well.

2. Providence Was Needed, 5:2.

a. Esther had determined to do right, yet she knew that it was possible for her to die, 4:16 – “…and if I perish, I perish.”

b. She knew her family and friends were fasting for her. 

c. Yet, she was also going to need something else; God was going to have to provide.

d. IMAGINE Esther as she entered the court:

· She has put on her best apparel.

· Her heart began to beat faster.

· She holds her breath and enters very quietly.

· She tries not to appear nervous.

· And stands perhaps in the far most corner waiting for the king to see her.

e. And the KING LOOKS and holds out the golden Sceptre.

· Proverbs 21:1 - The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of water: he turneth it whithersoever he will.

· While we, like Esther and the Jews, hold our breath in anticipation, God has no worries, He is in control.
3. Patience Was Needed, 5:3-8.

a. The king accepts Esther to the throne and states he will give her her request.

b. However, does she state her request? Not right away.

c. The king has to ask three times for her request, vs. 5:3, 5:6, 7:2.

d. I have only an explanation as to why Esther did not respond immediately.

· She was afraid.

· While the king held out the sceptre, she still feared asking the king of this law he had signed. Remember, No one knew she was a Jew and she was about to reveal it.

· If the king did not grant her request, she was sealing her own doom.

e. So, God was very patient with Esther’s fears.

f. In Fact, He used them.

· Notice what happens in the interim:

· Gallows are made for Mordecai.

· The king can’t sleep and reads of Mordecai’s act.

· Because everything that happens within that one day sets up the stage for Esther’s request.

· God used the delay due to her fear. See 7:9.

· VERSE 10 – PROVIDENCE. 

· See. Proverbs 26:27 - Whoso diggeth a pit shall fall therein: and he that rolleth a stone, it will return upon him.
III. Conclusion/Application:

A. It is our Job, as Esther’s, to deliver the souls of men. However, it is a very difficult task.

1. Because the laws of the land are contrary to God accomplishing His will.

2. So, If we are perform our God given task, we are going to need the same things that Esther needed.

3. If we are to see souls saved.

a. Prayer and fasting is needed.

b. Providence – God must provide.

c. Patience is needed.

B. We, at Shepardsville Baptist Church, have another difficult task to accomplish.

1. We must move from one generation to another, one era to another.

2. And while a large portion of this task’s responsibilities lie on my shoulders, there are things you can do.

a. I say, as Paul said, “Brethren, Pray for us!”

b. Show your support by prayer.

c. If I, as pastor succeed, That means you succeed. Just like Esther.

d. Yet remember, even with all of our prayers, we can accomplish nothing without the help of God and we must be PATIENT.

“Pride Goeth Before Destruction!”

Esther 5:9-14 & Proverbs 16:18a

I. Introduction:

A. Esther has went before the king:

1. She will make her request known to the king on the following day.

2. However, she has requested the presence of Haman at her banquet.

B. This leads me to the subject for tonight.

1. I want to take a look at just one thought.

2. This thought is stated in Proverbs 16:18 and demonstrated in the book of Esther.

C. The subject: “Pride Goeth Before Destruction!”

II. Haman’s Destruction:

A. We have briefly saw the destruction of Haman, 7:10.

1. He was hung on the gallows he had prepared for Mordecai.

2. Why was he destroyed? Because of his pride!!!

a. His pride caused him to desire men to reverence him.

b. His pride caused him to be angry over Mordecai’s actions.

c. His pride caused him to plot the Jews extinction.

d. His pride caused him to build a gallows.

e. His pride resulted in his death.

B. Not let us look a little closer at the Pride that proceeded his destruction, 5:9-13

1. As, what appears to be, good things happen to Haman, he becomes full of pride.

2. He boasts to his friends and family:

a. Of his riches, vs. 11.

· Some use reverse boasting to boast of being poor, i.e. Ignorance.

· See Daniel 4 – Nebuchadnezzar.

b. Of his children, vs. 11. 

· He got out his wallet/purse and showed all of the pictures.

· Some think multiple children means spirituality.

c. Of his promotions, vs. 11.

· We like for people to know about the “power” we have.

· See Isaiah 14:12-15 – Lucifer

d. Of his invitation, vs. 12.

· He was the only one.

· It is pride when we want others to be aware of our accomplishments.

e. ALL of these things can be a result of God’s blessings, but not always.

f. And even if they are a result of God’s blessings, we must be careful of pride. 

· Pr 27:21 - As the fining pot for silver, and the furnace for gold; so is a man to his praise.

· Proverbs 17:3 - The fining pot is for silver, and the furnace for gold: but the LORD trieth the hearts.
· Praise is a test, what will you do with it. Let it destroy you?

III. Pride in our own lives:

A. Pride is something almost all of us have to combat in our lives. 

1. Jesus said in Mark 7:22-23 - …out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: All these evil things come from within, and defile the man.

2. Within our old nature, is pride. WE ALL HAVE IT!

B. However, it is something that is very easy to see in others and very difficult to see in ourselves.

1. I’ll not jump up and down and holler regarding this subject. I’d be a hypocrite.

2. I realize this is a natural inclination of myself and most others. 

3. I also realize that it can many times be unrecognized by the guilty party.

C. However, seeing it should be our desire to never be full of pride. Let me give you one clear way to know if pride is present in your life. 
1. Proverbs 13:10 - Only by pride cometh contention…
a. If strife and contention exist between you and others, MARK IT DOWN, there is pride.

b. Usually by not one of the parties, but two.

c. Sometimes pride will not let you say, “I was wrong.”

d. Sometimes pride will not let you say, “Your idea is better.”

e. Sometimes pride will not let you say, “Your church, school, family, etc. is also a fine one.

2. See 1 Corinthians 1:10-17.

a. Vs. 11 – there were contentions.

b. Why? PRIDE. There preacher was better.

c. Some say, “I’m from Bob Jones, we’re professional and intellectual.”

d. Some say, “I’m from Hyles/Anderson we’re soul winners.”

e. Some say, “I’m didn’t go to Bible College, all I need is my Bible and the Holy Spirit.”

f. The truth is we ought to all be professional soul winners led by the Holy Spirit with Bibles in hand.

g. All of these things are fine, but can be said with an attitude of pride.

3. Is there contention between you and others, be careful, it is PRIDE.

                                      a. Pride can kill a church. Don’t let it.

“There is Nothing Done for Him!”

Esther 6:3

I. Introduction:

A. What did Mordecai do?

1. He had uncovered and made known a plot to kill the King, Esther 2:21-23.

2. He had not performed a good deed for a poor beggar on the street with nothing to give in return.

3. HE HAD SAVED THE KING’S LIFE!!

4. Surely, this demanded a huge reward!

5. But what did he get:

a. The Scripture says, “There is Nothing Done for Him.”

b. He did not receive so much as a coin of gold, NOTHING.

B. How must have Mordecai felt?

1. The Scripture doesn’t say how he felt. 

2. It appears that he went about his normal duties without so much as a complaint.

C. How do you react or respond when you perform some task, that is worthy of some type of recognition, and yet you don’t even receive a thank you?

1. Are you able to go about your daily duties without making mention of it, as it appears Mordecai did?

2. Or do you give into your old nature and cry, “It’s not fair, I deserve something.”

3. I think I am safe in saying that there is seldom a good deed done by each of you, that you don’t expect to receive something in return.

II. And while a reward might be expected for a certain action, how should we respond when no reward is received?

A. First, Don’t Expect a Reward from those you help:

1. Luke 6:27-35 -Notice the type of individuals Jesus says to be good to: 

a. Enemies

b. Those that curse you

c. Those that despitefully use you

d. Him that smiteth you

e. Him that taketh away thy goods

f. These are all types of people that you would expect nothing in return.

g. To do good to your friends and love those that love you, there is no great effort, everyone does this.

h. If you never expect any recognition for your good deed, you’ll never be disappointed with the results.

2. Luke 14:12-13  - Then said he also to him that bade him, When thou makest a dinner or a supper, call not thy friends, nor thy brethren, neither thy kinsmen, nor thy rich neighbours; lest they also bid thee again, and a recompence be made thee.But when thou makest a feast, call the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind:

a. It seems to be quite obvious that we are to do good to people without expecting something in return.

· When you do something for someone, only to get something in return, your character lacks.

· However, when you do something for someone expecting nothing in return, your character elevates.

3. Luke 17:7-10 – Even in our service for God, we should not expect something in return.

a. We are all servants!!!!

b. Servants do what is required. No Thank You is needed.

c. Mordecai told of the plot simply because it was the right thing to do.

d. Guard yourself in your service for the Lord. You must not get an attitude of pride, but must remember your only doing what is required.

4. Matthew 5:16 – Your good deeds, should not be for self glory, but for His glory.

a. Why do good deeds (Matthew 5:16) – To glorify God.

b. Do what is right and good, not for praise of men, but because it is right.

c. I am no fool, I know why we want praise of men, recognition and certificates of achievement; It is to elevate our pride.

· To find a man or women that can quietly do good, never saying a word, would be to find a godly person.

B. When no reward is received for doing right, Don’t have a pity party, simply go on, Psalm 73.

1. David looks at the prosperity of the wicked, he doesn’t understand why they prosper.

2. After all, he is the one that has cleansed his heart and has tried to do right and yet he is plagued on every side.

3. He was screaming out this is not fair:

a. So, many today are the same way.

b. I deal with them weekly.

c. They want to know where is that which they think they rightly deserve.

d. YOU DESERVE HELL!

e. YOU DESERVE TORMENTS!

f. If you just keep in mind what you deserve, you’ll never stop an pout about what you have not received.

I think the Bible is clear: Humbly service the Lord Jesus Christ not expecting recognition for all that you do and not pouting when recognition is lacking.

However….

III. God Does Reward: i.e. Mordecai’s delayed reward!!!

A. Remember Jesus Words in Luke 6, there was more:

1. Luke 6:35 - But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil.

2. Luke 14:13-14 - But when thou makest a feast, call the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind: And thou shalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense thee: for thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the just.
3. And while Luke 17 said that once you’ve done all that is required, you’re an unprofitable servant, Matthew 25 seems to indicate that those believers who are faithful to perform the Lord’s tasks, will hear, “Well done thy good and faithful servant.”

4. There is no contradiction between these two ideas.

5. WE SHOULD ALWAYS SERVE WITH AN ATTITUDE OF HUMILITY EXPECTING NOTHING. HOWEVER, WE ALSO KNOW THAT GOD WILL REWARD HIS CHILDREN.

B. God, the Father:

1. Matthew 7:7-11

a. God, as a Father, wants to give us good gifts, he wants to recognize our works.

b. Yet, many times, that recognition is postponed.

· My children think I am a grouch and will not let them purchase things. However, the only reason I don’t get them everything they want is because I know of the monsters they will become. It seems as though God is the same way. He wants to shower us with blessings and great gifts, yet he is awaiting heaven before many are given. Because then we will be without sin and it will not effect us negatively.

IV. Christ – If anyone had reason to complain:

A. Think of the good work of Christ:

1. He performed, what only he could perform, for the benefit of the whole human race, while we were yet his enemies. He died on a cross for all of the sins that we committed against Him.

2. If you are saved, He gives you life, He gives you hope, He gives you help.

3. And yet, He knows that nothing may be given in return.

a. And many never give back anything to the Savior that spared their lives.

b. When the books are opened in heaven, will they say of you, that nothing was given to Christ in return of his good deed for you?

c. Will you be like one of the 10 lepers in Luke 17:11-19.

Mordecai, a man who did a good deed and for a while received nothing for it. Have you done a good deed and it gone unnoticed. Don’t fret. Nothing will go unnoticed by God. Serve Christ with all humility, expecting nothing, and you will one day receive more than ever expected.

However, perhaps you are as one of the 9 lepers. Maybe instead of performing a good deed which has gone unnoticed, you have allowed Christ to perform a good deed for you without giving Him recognition.

Have you ever thanked Him? Have you ever purposely sought what you might do for Him in return for what He has done for you? Just as King Ahashuerus sought to do for Mordecai.

“Are You Digging a Pit? Are You Rolling a Stone? Are You Building a Gallows?”

Esther 7:1-10
I. Introduction:

A. The End of Haman:

1. We have talked a little bit about the man Haman

2. We have seen him as a bitter and proud man; We have seen this resulted in his death.

3. But I would like to explore his destruction a little further this evening.

4. In Chapter five, we read about his wife’s and his friends advice to build a gallows, by which to hang Mordecai.

5. Yet, in this chapter it is Haman that is hung on this gallows.

6. And so is illustrated the truth found in Proverbs 26:27:

a. Whoso diggeth a pit shall fall therein: and he that rolleth a stone, it will return upon him.

b. Maybe you were here the Sunday I spoke to the children about this verse, in reference to Road Runner.

c. Wild E Coyote was always devising a plan to capture or destroy Road Runner. However, each tactic he tried always back fired and he would be the one to fall into a pit he dug, or suffer the fall of a big rock he had pushed.

d. Such is the case with Haman.

· HE FELL IN THE PIT HE HAD DUG! 

· HE SUFFERED THE BLOW OF THE ROCK HE HAD PUSHED! 

· HE HUNG FROM THE GALLOWS UPON WHICH HE HAD BUILT!

I’ve entitled my message this morning: Are You Digging a Pit? Are Your Rolling a Stone? Are you building a Gallows?
II. Biblical Illustrations:

A. Daniel 6:24 - And the king commanded, and they brought those men which had accused Daniel, and they cast them into the den of lions, them, their children, and their wives; and the lions had the mastery of them, and brake all their bones in pieces or ever they came at the bottom of the den.
1. These men sought the destruction of Daniel in a den of lions, but they were the ones thrown into the den of lions and destroyed.

2. They and their families were destroyed.

3. They “fell in the pit” they dug for another.

B. Matthew 21:42 & 44 - Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner…And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder.
1. These men sought the destruction of Jesus Christ, by way of the cross.

2. They pushed Him, the stone, towards Calvary.

3. Yet, He, the stone, came falling back down upon them, “grinding them to powder.”

III. The Application:

A. Many times we don’t realize that we, too, are building a gallows, rolling a stone, digging a pit.

1. While Haman was having the gallows built, he had no idea that it would be the instrument of his death.

2. While the men sought to put Daniel in the den of lions they had no idea it would be the instrument of their own death.

3. While the Pharisees were yelling, “Crucify Him,” they had no idea it would be the instrument of their spiritual death. 

4.  And we too, are many times building the very thing that will lead to our destruction or the destruction of others and yet we don’t realize it.

B. Remember Abraham’s lie regarding his wife.
1. He told Pharaoh she was his sister, a half lie, Genesis 12:14-20.

2. He told Abimelech she was his sister, a half lie, Genesis 20:1-12.

3. His son later committed the same sin, a while lie, Genesis 26:7-12.

4. Do you think Abraham knew he was digging a pit?

a. He was digging a pit for his own son!

b. And Isaac, feel in that pit!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

B. Are you digging a pit for your children?

1. Many know by now of the many convictions I have regarding worldliness.

a. Yet, few of you probably agree with me.

b. Standards regarding music.

c. Standards regarding dress.

d. Standards regarding service.

e. Standards regarding faithfulness.

f. Standards regarding entertainment.

· I am not naïve, I know there are perhaps two or three people here tonight who draw the line where I do in these areas.

· And yet, The Lord willing, I will teach regarding these different areas and help you to understand the why and perhaps some will then agree.

· But let me give you one reason WHY tonight:

· One reasons why I don’t allow worldly television, worldly clothing, worldly music and slothful service for the Lord.

2. For My Children’s sake:

a. So, I don’t dig a pit for them to fall therein.

b. So, I don’t roll a stone for to fall upon them.

c. So, I don’t build a gallows from which they will hang.

3. You may be saying, “What do you mean Pastor Potter?”

a. What happens once worldly music is allowed?

b. What happens once worldly dress is allowed?

c. What happens once a lack of faithfulness is allowed?

d. What happens once worldly entertainment is allowed?

· When children are allowed to dress, act and partake in worldly things, they become just like the world.

· Yet the Bible says in James 4:4 - Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.

· Romans 12:1-2 - I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
4. Are children are being lost to the world!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

a. They are being attracted to the things of the world and not Christ.

b. And parents, MANY TIMES IT IS YOUR FAULT.

c. YOU DUG THE PIT!!!!

C. Are You Digging a Pit for which your children to fall:

1. Are You Satan’s instrument, dangling a trap in front of your children.

2. Do you allow worldly Music:

a. Look at the Rock and Roll Crowd. The children follow their fashions and attitudes.

3. Do you allow immodest apparel:

a. This is feeding the flesh.

4. Do you allow for slothful service for the Lord.

a. They will follow your lead.

5. In each of these areas, if you allow for them in your own lives, Your children will carry them two steps further.

a. i.e. Abraham and Isaac.

You may say, Pastor Potter, you are way to protective.

Don’t feed me that psychological mumbo jumbo. Yes, I may have to give my children room to breathe, in the sense of,  them being able to make their own wise decisions. Yet, it is my Job and DUTY TO GOD TO PROTECT THEM. And I will put a fence of protection around them and I will teach them NOT TO PUT THEMSELVES IN THE WAY OF TEMPTATION. I will not put them in it’s way to fall in a pit.

I’m not sure how many parents and grandparents we have here this evening. Yet if we have none, you remember that allowing worldliness in your own life can be a pit your digging for yourself.

Throw down the shovel, get away from the stone, put the hammer and nails down. It’s not worth the cost.

“A New Law!”

Esther 8:1-17

I. Introduction: 

A. We have seen thus far:

1. Esther – A book about Providence, God providing in advance or God working in circumstances that are not His direct will, to bring about His will.

2. God’s Positioning of Esther, Queen – to be used to deliver the Jews.

3. God’s Placing of Mordecai, At the Gate – to overhear the plot against the king.

4. God’s Punishment of Haman, Gallows – Hung on gallows he prepared for Mordecai.

B. One other thing is THE LAW signed by the king and Haman regarding the Jews.

1. It is the signing of this first law that has brought us to these climactic events.

2. It’s Timing – 12 month

3. It’s Effects – ALL Jews would be effected – EVERY province.

4. It’s consequences – All would DIE.

5. It’s duration  - It can’t be reversed.

C. However, Having seen all of these things, I want to look at something else tonight.

1. A NEW LAW! – This is our subject.

II. A New Law: 

A. In this chapter a new law is signed.

1. Whereas the first law was one of condemnation.

2. This new law is one of joy and hope.

III. Characteristics of this NEW LAW:

A. It Was Not Overriding, vs. 3, 5, 8.

1. Esther begs with tears to veto this law, vs. 3. 

2. Esther begs the king because of her relationship with him to reverse the law, vs. 5.

3. BUT verse 8 says that a law signed by the king can’t be reversed.

4. Remember Memucan’s advice in chapter one:

a. He said a wrong had been done, not only against the king, but all.

b. He suggested a law be written according to the laws of the Persians and the Medes, 1:19.

c. And the queen was banished, FOREVER!

d. The same type of law was signed when Haman brought it to the king. 

e. THIS LAW COULDN”T BE REVERSED.

5. I will say one more time during our study of this book, “There is another law that has been put in place and has been handed down, not by just the king of the Persian Empire, but by the Creator of the world. THE LAW OF GOD. IT CANNOT BE REVERSED.

6. The schools can vote it out, the court houses can vote it out, individuals can vote it out, but it still stands. Yet it isn’t as pleasant as a lot of Christians seems to think it is. At least from our vantage point, Notice:

a. It says, Thou shalt have no other gods before me.
b. It says, Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image.

c. It says, Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain.

d. It says, Honour thy father and thy mother.

e. It says, Thou shalt not kill.

f. It says, Thou shalt not commit adultery.
g. It says, Thou shalt not steal.

h. It says, Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour (Lie about him).

i. It says, Thou shalt not covet…

j. And It says, The soul that sinneth, (brakes any one of these commandments) it shall die. Ezekiel 18:4 & 20. 
k. It says, …for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them. Galatians 3:10
l. James 2:10 says, For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.

7. This LAW OF GOD, results in the same thing as the law in Esther involving the Jews, DEATH!

8. Romans 5:12 - Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

a. When Adam took of that fruit and ate it, sin entered the world and so did death. 

b. And every person born into this world since has sinned.

c. And is separated from God as a result, Just as Adam was.

d. So, this first law, is condemning and IRREVERSABLE.

e. EVEN BY THE SIGNING OF A NEW LAW.
f. Acts 16:31 - And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.

B. It Was Authoritative, vs. 8.

1. A law sealed with the king’s ring was final and was heeded.

2. When the king signed the law in chapter one, it was final.

3. And while even he may have felt bad after his drunkenness wore off, too late.

4. And in chapter four when he signed Haman’s law, Jews everywhere mourned. WHY? Because it was authoritative.

5. This New Law was likewise authoritative, See vs. 8. 

6. The scribes penned the words (vs. 9), but it bore the signature of the king!!!!

7. This reminds me of another book with a Kings signature.

a. I don’t see Dr. Luke’s signature of the Apostle Paul’s or even Moses’, I see the Hand of God.

b. 2 Peter 1:21 - For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.
C. It Was a Defense, vs. 11. 

1. If the first law couldn’t be reverses, how were the Jews saved:

a. This New Law.

b. It was signed to give the Jews a defense or a hope.

c. It gave them the ability to fight back. 

d. It is interesting, they had the same ability to fight back before, but had no authority to back them up, when the Law was signed they saw hope.

2. There is another law given to us to give us hope.

a. With the Law of God, came only condemnation.

b. However, with the Law of faith came hope.

c. Romans 4 – Abraham – Had no hope of a child, Yet God said, I will give you one.

d. WE AR SAVED BY GRACE ALONE!!! Not grace + something.

e. When we were dead in our sins we had not hope, doomed to die.

f. But God gave us the ability to fight our enemies.

g. 1Corinthians 15:55-58 - O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through.

D. It Was to Be Published Abroad, vs. 13.

1. So that everyone would have the ability to fight back.

2. Likewise:

a. Mark 16:15 - And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.
b. If we don’t others may not realize they have a defense, CHRIST.

E. It Was In Need of Posts, vs. 10 & 14. 

1. A post is a runner or a messenger.

2. These men were commissioned by the king to run, he hastened and pressed them on.

3. And they were, no doubt, excited to go.

4. Ought not we go with the same great haste?

5. MEN ARE DYING!

6. TELL THEM OF THE LAW OF LIFE. 

7. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved – Romans 10:13!!!!!

F. It Was Transforming, vs. 15 & 4:1.

1. It made a prince out of a pauper!

2. In Chapter 4 ,Mordecai is seen as a mourning man in rags and ashes.

3. In Chapter 8 , Mordecai is seen as a prince in royal apparel.

a. What was the difference?

b. A NEW LAW.

c. You likewise can be changed, Believe the second law.

d. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, He is your defense against the Law of Moses which condemns you.

“The Conclusion!”

Esther 9:20-26a

I. Introduction:

A. What I would like to do as we end this book, it to take a look back at some of the things that we should have learned from our study.

1. I said in the beginning what we would be looking at and what we should hopefully learn.

2. We have now looked at those things and hopefully learned them.

3. And now let’s just rehearse them again.

B. I message should include:

1. What you are going to study.

2. The Study.

3. What you studied. 

4. So that the hearer gets it three times.

II. The things I said that we would learn:

A. Historically:

1. Learn the origin of the Feast of Purim, Esther 9:25-26, 3:7.

a. Proverbs 16:33.

b. The Jews understood that it was God that directed their deliverance.

c. The name of God isn’t mentioned in this book, but the name of the feast that was instituted points directly to Him.

d. They names it after the principle found in Proverbs.

2. Learn the happenings of the Jews who did not return to their land.

a. This book gives us the estate of many of the Jews.

b. They remained in the Persian empire, against God’s wishes.

c. Yet we see God’s hand of Mercy in still providing for them.

d. I have some news for some of you that persist in your rebellion against God and are saved, HE STILL LOVES YOU AND CARES FOR YOU.

i. Yes, God gets angry and frustrated at sin.


ii. He desires to bring you back to a place of obedience.


iii. And one way He does that is through loving you.

iv. It appears that Mordecai got right with God and want back to Jerusalem,  

      see Ezra 2:2

B. Practical/Spiritual: Demonstrate the Providence of God.

1. Kings Wrath, Queens Rebellion and Esther’s promotion.

a. Esther 2:17 - And the king loved Esther above all the women, and she obtained grace and favour in his sight more than all the virgins; so that he set the royal crown upon her head, and made her queen instead of Vashti.
b. Coincidence? No!

c. Providence!

2. Mordecai’s Positioning.

a. Esther 2:21 - In those days, while Mordecai sat in the king's gate, two of the king's chamberlains, Bigthan and Teresh, of those which kept the door, were wroth, and sought to lay hand on the king Ahasuerus. And the thing was known to Mordecai, who told it unto Esther the queen; and Esther certified the king thereof in Mordecai's name.

b. He was in the right spot at the right time!

c. Was God’s intentions to save the king? No, but to use this incident later to give Mordecai favor in the kings eyes and give Haman a blot.

d. Coincidence? No!

e. Providence!

3. Haman’s Ancestry.

a. Esther 3:1 - After these things did king Ahasuerus promote Haman the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, and advanced him, and set his seat above all the princes that were with him.

b. God knew way back at the giving of the law that the Amelekites were trouble.

c. See Exodus 17:8-14 – Amelekites fought with Israel, Moses Arms.

d. See Deuteronomy 25:17-19 – Command to destroy them.

e. 1 Samuel 15 – Saul’s disobedience.

f. Is the historical record of this just a coincidence or did God know. No coincidence!

g. Providence!

4. Esther’s Positioning.

a. Esther 4:14b - …and who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?

b. Esther’s positioning by God, as the queen gave her the ability to at least to attempt to go before the king with some type of confidence.

c. And she does and the king holds out the golden sceptre.

d. This contributes greatly to the Jews deliverance.

e. Was Esther there per chance?

f. Was it a coincidence? No!

g. Providence!

5. Esther’s delay and the kings sleepless night.

a. Esther 5:8 - …and I will do to morrow as the king hath said.
b. Esther 6:1-2 - On that night could not the king sleep, and he commanded to bring the book of records of the chronicles; and they were read before the king. And it was found written…

c. Perhaps Esther’s fear delayed her making known her request, yet God seems to have used it. For that night the king found written the good deed of Mordecai.

d. This set the stage for Esther to make known her request, Mordecai being a Jew.

e. Was this delay and this sleepless night by chance and a coincidence? No!

f. Providence!

6. Esther 6:10 - Then the king said to Haman, Make haste, and take the apparel and the horse, as thou hast said, and do even so to Mordecai the Jew, that sitteth at the king's gate: let nothing fail of all that thou hast spoken.
7. The Gallows.

a. Esther 5:14 - Then said Zeresh his wife and all his friends unto him, Let a gallows be made…and to morrow speak thou unto the king that Mordecai may be hanged thereon:
b. Esther 7:10 - So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then was the king's wrath pacified.
c. A gallows prepared for Mordecai, could have brought fear to the homes of the Jews, Yet, no Jew had a need to worry because that gallows was used for Haman.

d. Coincidence? No!

e. Providence!

8. The two laws.

a. Esther  9:1 - Now in the twelfth month, that is, the month Adar, on the thirteenth day of the same, when the king's commandment and his decree drew near to be put in execution, in the day that the enemies of the Jews hoped to have power over them, (though it was turned to the contrary, that the Jews had rule over them that hated them;)
b. It was turned to the contrary, things did not go according to plan.

c. Coincidence? No!

d. Providence!

C. This book was also to encourage us by seeing how God provides and is in control. Even though it may not appear that he is working He is.

III. A Real Life Story of Providence:

A. Some 1400 years after the events in the book of Esther had transpired, an amazing twentieth century replay was enacted in Russia.

1. On March 1, 1953 – 8 years after the holocaust a plot was sought to destroy the Jews.

2. While there has been some question as to the validity of this story, it appears to have been substantiated by a Russian librarian who worked in the Soviet archives in Moscow for two years, She now lives in the US.

3. Joseph Stalin a Jew-hater had killed millions of Jews in the 1930’s, including many who were loyal to the communist party. He destroyed the community of Yevesektzia, which some claim to have had the most devastating effect on Jewish Culture ever.

4. After WWII, Many Soviets welcomed happily the first ambassador of Israel. This infuriated Stalin and he sought feverishly to kill all Jews in Russia.

5. Stalin announced his plan to other communist leaders in 1953 at a meeting he called in Politburo in the Kremlin.

6. Stalin explained, All of a sudden it would be announced that a “plot” had been discovered to kill him. It was to be said that the plot was by many of the leading Jewish Doctors in the land. The controlled press was to give non-stop front page treatment of the story. Key words such as Jewish and Zionism were to be used. Stalin would decide to hang all of these Jewish doctors. However, he concluded that people will have been worked into such a frenzy that this would not satisfy them, they would riot on the streets for three days killing many other Jews. After three days, the heads of the Jewish community will admit guilt and plead with the government to protect them. Stalin would then setup special railroad cars to carry the Jews to Siberia. However, he deduced that many would be killed by mobs along the way. And those that did make it to the end, would be killed. Upon Stalin completing his outlined plans, there was dead silence in the room. He left slamming the door shut.

7. On March 2, the day after making his proposed plan known, (one week before the proposed carrying out of it) Stalin died of a stroke.

8. He was buried March 9th, 1953 on the day of the Jewish Festival, Purim.

9. Coincidence? No!

10. Providence!
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